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Several factors explain the need for 
a greater mobility in the Euromed 

region: ageing population, decrease 
in active population and sectoral la-
bour shortage in the North, skilled 
workforce and high unemployment 
rates in the South, untapped po-
tential of diasporas through their 
multiple identities, skills, financial 
transfers, investments. Coproduction 
dynamics also require a greater mo-
bility of skills. Another reason regards 
politics. Talking of deep regional in-
tegration is not relevant if people’s 
mobility in the region, especially eco-
nomic mobility, is not made easier. 

SHIFTING FROM AN 
ADMINISTRATIVE LOGIC OF 
MIGRATIONS TOWARDS AN 
ECONOMIC ONE

The vision defended by our think 
tank requires considering migration 
by separating mobility and access 
to the labour market from border 
control and the fight against illegal 
immigration. One must take into ac-
count the needs of partner countries 
in terms of development instead 

of only focusing on the European 
objectives regarding control of 
migratory flows. While fight- 
ing illegal immigration, it is also ne-
cessary to implement an attractive 
Euro-Mediterranean policy of eco-
nomic mobility so that Northern 
and Southern countries, and mi-
grants themselves, can benefit from 
migration.

AN ATTRACTIVE REGION FOR A 
GREATER IMPLICATION OF THE 
MEDITERRANEAN DIASPORA

Northern and Southern countries 
must build the conditions of a re-
newed trust in order to attract di-
aspora, especially as a global 
competition is increasing particu-
larly among high-skilled migrants. 
In the South, countries are chan-
ging their opinions on their diaspo-
ras. They are no longer exclusively 
considered as workforce sending 
money. They represent skills and 
an expertise, “Ambassadors” who 
can contribute to the economic de-
velopment of their countries of ori-
gin and their international influence. 
Some Southern countries are imple-
menting, more or less successfully, 
different devices in order to streng- 
then economic, cultural and po-
litical bonds with their diasporas. 
Local banks and States must also 
promote financial tools enabling 
to inject migrants’ remittances into 
the economy, as they are generally 
hoarded or invested in real estate. 
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As for Northern countries, they 
should acknowledge and value 
the economic dynamism of the 
Mediterranean diaspora living in 
Europe, which creates employment 
and added value. Policies encou-
raging a greater mobility of people 
and skills, making easier the access 
to the labour market and securing 
migrants’ professional journeys 
would help in this regard. 

SECURING MIGRANTS’ 
PROFESSIONAL JOURNEYS

The implementation of a Euro-
Mediterranean space for economic 
mobility requires to make migrants’ 
professional journeys safer so that 
they can use their skills and be in-
volved in the region’s economic de-
velopment while having “one foot 
in the North and one foot in the 
South”. This could be done, for 
instance, by ensuring migrants the 
same rights as national workers, a 
portability and transferability of cer-
tain rights (unemployment benefits, 
pension, social security, etc.), an 
easy access to citizenship and dual 
nationality, access to residence 
permits spanning several years, the 
recognition of political rights, etc. 

INFORMING ON MIGRANTS’ 
REALITY

One of the objectives of our re-
flection on mobility is to shed light 
on the realities of migration in the 
Mediterranean and to analyse the 
policies existing in that field. Such 
is the object of the publications 
by Hervé Le Bras and Philippe 
Fargues and of the report on ad-
mission policies of economic mi-
grants (Schengen space, Canada, 
United States) by Macarena Nuño.
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(1) Avec une migration nette de +1.8 million en 2004
(sans tenir compte des migrations entre États de l’UE)
contre 1,2 million pour l’Amérique du Nord (OCDE).
(2) Sur les vingt-cinq États membres de l’UE, seuls
quatre conservaient, un an après leur adhésion, un solde
migratoire négatif : la Pologne et les États baltes
(Eurostat, Chronos Database).
(3) Leonid Rybakovsky, Sergey Ryazantsev. International
migration in the Russian Federation (UN/POP/MIG/2005/11).
(4) Sauf Israël et la Libye qui ont un solde migratoire positif.
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Migrants etmigrations
dans le bassin
de laMéditerranée
la situation migratoire autour de la Méditerranée
est largement conditionnée par la proximité de l’Union
européenne (UE). L’UE est désormais la première région
d’immigration du monde (1). Par le simple fait de leur adhésion
et de la richesse qu’elle crée, ses États membres se sont
transformés les uns après les autres en pays d’immigration (2).
L’attraction s’exerce d’abord sur sa périphérie, si bien que tous
ses voisins – sauf la Norvège – ont un solde migratoire négatif
avec elle. Cela est vrai des pays accédants (Bulgarie et
Roumanie), des pays candidats (Croatie, Macédoine et Turquie),
comme des simples pays tiers : la Russie (qui a un solde
migratoire positif avec les anciens États de l’URSS, mais négatif
avec le reste du monde dont l’UE) (3), l’Ukraine, la Biélorussie,
et les pays de la rive sud de la Méditerranée (4).
Ces développements sont en général mis en relation avec
trois faits : la pression des pays pauvres du Sud en forte
croissance démographique, la demande de travail des pays
riches du Nord ou du golfe Persique et la baisse tendancielle
du coût de transport. Comme nous le verrons, le premier
élément doit être relativisé, le second et le troisième, au
contraire, dessinent les grandes lignes d’une nouvelle forme de
migration qui changera sans doute les rapports entre les nations.
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One approach: informing, mobilizing 
and highlighting the role of diasporas 
and building the Mediterranean of to-
morrow along with them.


