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ENSURING ACCESS TO WATER AND 

SANITATION

In the Mediterranean, water is an 
endangered collective resource 
since the region hosts nearly 60% 
of the world’s population who does 
not have much access to water, that 
is to say having access to 1,000m3 
of water/inhabitant/year. SEMCs, 
characterised by a structural wa-
ter stress situation, face increasing 
anthropogenic pressure. Water de-
mand in these countries currently 
amounts to 300km3/year and should 
increase by 20% by 2025, many 
challenges must therefore be taken 
up: better access to drinking wa-
ter and its quality, better efficiency 
in water uses, sewage (domestic 
and industrial) water collection and 
treatment, fight against diffuse pol-
lution (80% of marine pollutions 
come from land pollution), adapt-
ing water resources management 
to climate change impacts, etc.  
These challenges, as well as the geo- 
graphical characteristics of the re-

gion, gathering countries facing the 
same issues within a basin, call for 
an increased cooperation between 
all the concerned States and ac-
tors. Therefore, the reflections initi-
ated by IPEMED in 2009 show the 
necessity of an integrated mana- 
gement of water demand and re-
sources, and of a more efficient and 
comprehensive water governance in 
the Mediterranean. 

TOOLS AT THE SERVICE OF A 
RENEWED GOVERNANCE

IPEMED recommends regional col-
laboration and regulation tools in or-
der to ensure the right to the water 
and sanitation in the Mediterranean: 
 implementation of innovative fun-
ding mechanisms, or “solidarity 
micro-taxes”, in order to bridge 
the funding gap identified in the 
water and sanitation sectors and 
to guarantee Mediterranean popu-
lations access to improved water 
sources, sanitary facilities and hy-
giene; 

 implementation of a Mediter-
ranean Water Agency, structured 
around three bodies: a neutral 
and independent information 
system on water resources and 
pollution causes in the Mediter-
ranean (“Mediterranean Network 
of Water Resources”), a decision- 
making general assembly gathe-
ring the stakeholders (“Medi-
terranean Committee of Water  
Actors”), and an executive body, 
which could manage the identified 
innovative funding mechanisms. 

These recommendations aim at ma-
king of water the cornerstone of 
cooperation in the Mediterranean. 
They also highlight the central role 
of water, an invisible vector under-
lying the challenges linked to agri-
culture, energy, health and even 
touristic development, as shows the 
2013 study on the quality of bathing 
waters and the improvement of sa-
nitation in the Mediterranean basin. 
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Addressing the water 
challenge via a 

Mediterranean Water Agency

F. Comair, E. Orsenna, H. Lainé, 2008

Conference Suez-IPEMED, 2008



In 2011, IPEMED and REMOB 
implemented a prospective work 
group for the hydro-political future 
of the region in order to propose 
the creation of a “Mediterranean 
Basin Committee” gathering all 
the actors and capable of defining 
the objectives and principles 
necessary to water policies in the 
region. Yet, the implementation of 
a Mediterranean Water Agency, 
a moral authority and a regional 
regulation body, is essential, given 
the various environmental threats 
facing the Mediterranean. A 
platform of dialogue, encounters 
and skills transfer, this agency 
could boost cooperation via the 
promotion of a “water culture”. For 
all the leaders of the Mediterranean, 
the objective IPEMED and REMOB 
tried to achieve and keep pursuing 
is to settle and strengthen solidarity 
among nations around the motto 
“together for quality water in the 
Mediterranean.
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Eau
assainissement

des villes et pays
riverains

de laMéditerranée
sous la direction
de claude martinand
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even without the impact of global warming, the
Mediterranean is already experiencing problems in
access to water and sanitation that at times lead to
water conflicts. Yet water could become the corners-
tone of a high-level economic channel and an ambi-
tious international cooperation programme that
could contribute to making the Mediterranean a
leading “eco-region” on the international scene.

The priorities are well known: water demand
management and efficient use of water; improved
local and national governance; pricing that is eco-
nomically appropriate and socially fair; and legal
and financial security of investments to facilitate

public-private partnerships, especially for sanita-
tion. Since 1976, Mediterranean water issues have
been at the centre of numerous debates, and yet
results have not made much progress. 

The Mediterranean Water Strategy can only
become fully operational if a Mediterranean Water
Agency is created. Its role would be to step up and
coordinate the resources and actions of NGOs and
institutions focusing on water in the Mediterranean
before gradually being handed over to professionals
working in Mediterranean hydrographic basins or
other relevant areas depending on the countries
concerned. 

UFM member states that choose
to would create a Mediterranean
Water Agency to coordinate
and implement water projects and
action in the Mediterranean. This
Agency would be made available
to the UFM General Secretariat
for the Mediterranean Water
Strategy’s plan of action.

• Charter: The Agency would
be based on a Mediterranean
Water Charter, which would echo
the common principles of the
Mediterranean Water Strategy
and would need to be respected
to receive funding from public
and private international donors. 

• Missions: information,
documentation and observation;
promotion of new water practices
for agriculture; exchange
of experience and expertise;
vocational training and research,

with the Agency playing the same
role in the water domain as
CIHEAM does in the agricultural
domain, and drawing from
a network of science parks around
the Mediterranean; “hydro
diplomacy”, modelling of
Mediterranean hydrographic
basins, debates on planning
regional infrastructures, debates
and mediation on managing
transboundary waters and
exceptional crises and situations;
appraisal of projects submitted
to the Secretariat General
and then, as rapidly as possible,
power to make decisions on Euro-
Mediterranean projects. 

• Funding: governments in the
region that choose to would
participate in financing the Agency
according to a formula to be
decided, possibly reflecting
countries’ wealth, the rate of flow
of Mediterranean rivers that cross

them and the waste they
discharge into the Mediterranean.
Donors would participate. 

• Governance: 
- A “Euro-Mediterranean Water
Council” would group
representatives of Heads of State
of participating countries, major
towns in the region and directors
of NGOs and institutions working
with water in the Mediterranean,
to determine the Agency’s
strategic lines; 
- The running of the Agency itself
and its executive decisions would
be entrusted to professionals
representing basins or other
relevant areas depending on
the country concerned, to provide
the best mix of public and private
water stakeholders at the right
level, covering all actions
necessary for integrated water
and sanitation management.

SUMMARY

UFM’S PROPOSITIONS FOR ACTION

A “Mediterranean Water
Agency” to move
from strategy to action 
Handing over regional cooperation
to hydrographic basin professionals 
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Is innovative funding a solution or an illusion?
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Construire la Méditerranée 
« Eau et assainissement des villes et pays 
riverains de la Méditerranée » 
June 2009

Projets pour la Méditerranée 
“A Mediterranean water Agency to move 
from strategy to action” 
May 2010

Construire la Méditerranée  
“Financing access to water ans 
sanitation. Is innovative funding a 
solution or an illusion?” 
June 2014
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