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CONVEYING A TRANSVERSAL 
AND COMPLEMENTARY VISION OF 
TRANSPORTS AND LOGISTICS 

Given the crucial role of transport in-
frastructures in the broadening and 
integration of markets, via the cir-
culation of people and goods, the 
implementation of a multi-modal, 
adapted, efficient, safe and cheap 
transport and logistic system in the 
Mediterranean is a crucial element 
for regional integration. 
Yet, in the Mediterranean region, 
maritime transport accounts for 

more than 95% of exchanges of 
goods. Other transport modes play 
a minor role: road freight accounts 
for 4% of exchanges, while air and 
rail transports account for less than 
1%. Likewise, in SEMCs the flows of 
goods and passengers mainly use 
road transport. 
These observations, as well as 
the closure of the Meda-Mos pro-
gramme in 2009, led IPEMED to take 
an interest in trans-Mediterranean 
motorways of the sea, which were 
the object of a note in 2010. Then, 

for the study on carbon constraint 
in the Mediterranean (2012), parti-
cular attention was brought to the 
challenges of sustainable develop-
ment in the air transport sector; thus 
opening the way to a more global re-
search on the links between climate 
and transport. 

RAILWAY TRANSPORT, THE 

BACKBONE OF THE EURO-

MEDITERRANEAN INTEGRATION

In spite of environmental and eco-
nomic assets, railway transport ac-
counts for very little in the goods 
and passengers transport in the 
Mediterranean. In 2014, the Institute 
carried out an analysis of railway 
networks in the three North African 
countries (Morocco, Algeria and 
Tunisia) and on the benefits gene-
rated by the implementation of a 
potential trans-North-African rail 
corridor. This study highlighted the 
existing complementarities between 
the three networks and their actors. 
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Liberating the region’s growth 
potential via an integrated 

transports system

Seminar on railroad safety, 2013



It identified structuring elements 
enabling to make of railway trans-
port the backbone of North African 
and Euro-Mediterranean integra-
tion. This approach received great 
support during the high-level se-
minar organised in November 2014 
in Tunis, in partnership with SNCF, 
Euromed Transport Project and 
SNCFT. This seminar gathered the 
Secretary General of the Tunisian 
Ministry of Transports, the repre-
sentative of North African railway 
operators, of donors (AFD, EIB, 
EBRD, AfDB), of the CETMO and 
of the Secretariat of the Union for 
the Mediterranean. All participants 
agreed on thematic actions among 
which: harmonisation of norms and 
development of interoperability, 
necessity to initiate trans-North- 
African common projects.
The promotion of a North-African 
railway transport was followed by a 
reflection on the potential collabora-
tions in terms of industrial coopera-
tion and training. Then, in a regional 
approach, participants reflected 
upon the necessary articulation 
between coastlines and hinterlands 
via the development of multi-modal 
platforms. 
For IPEMED, the studies carried 
out on this topic are inherently lin-
ked to land planning policies in the 
Mediterranean and on governance.

IPEMED, contributor to the collec-
tive work “Cicular economy and har-
bour ecosystems” of the collection Les 
Océanides de la Fondation SEFACIL. 
Kelly Robin’s article raises the question 
of the relevant scale for a better manage-
ment of resources in the Mediterranean 
and beyond, of the role of harbour spaces 
in the Mediterranean, between spaces of 
“transit of the global economy” and mi-
crocosms of integration dynamics in the 
Mediterranean.
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Les autoroutes
de la mer
DES PERSPECTIVES PROMETTEUSES
EN MÉDITERRANÉE

P R É FA C E

c’est en méditerranée, plus précisément en Italie, que s’est élaboré
pour la première fois, il y a un quart de siècle, un grand projet d’autoroutes
(Autostrade) de la mer, destiné à soulager les axes routiers Nord-Sud de la
péninsule. Et c’est en Méditerranée que les perspectives sont aujour d’hui,
dans des configurations diverses, les plus prometteuses. Après des initia-
tives plus ou moins abouties et diverses fluctuations conceptuelles, cet hori-
zon est devenu plus visible. Et ce, à partir de réalisations conduites par des
acteurs de marché, d’expériences pilotes et de projets publics-privés. Les
récentes ruptures dans les échanges internationaux et dans les services qui
en assurent l’acheminement renforcent l’intérêt et la pertinence de ces pro-
jets pour l’espace régional et leurs premiers impacts apparaissent. 

Le concept : comme pour toute solution innovante, surtout en matière
d’organisation à partir de situations complexes, les avis et perceptions ne
sont pas encore pleinement partagés sur les caractéristiques des autoroutes
de la mer. Cependant, les positions se rapprochent, entre réalités des acteurs
de marché (opérateurs et clients), volontés politiques, nationales, régio-
nales et relais de communication professionnels ou grand public.

Il est ainsi acquis dans tous ces cercles que le produit autoroute de la mer
se présente comme un paquet de prestations de transport de marchandises
générales (autres que cargaisons de vrac), et accessoirement de passagers
dans des configurations bien particulières.

Le but premier est d’offrir aux utilisateurs des solutions de transport avan-
cées en termes de performances et de qualité d’ensemble. Il s’agit de tendre
au mieux et au maximum vers l’efficacité et la simplicité du transport rou-
tier, – d’où le terme d’autoroute – et de compenser les handicaps du mode
maritime : moindre flexibilité des horaires et des fréquences, ruptures des
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